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Effective management of our offshore
assets has never been more relevant
considering the market conditions and
challenges our industry faces today,
writes guest author Jason Brown

ASSET
MANAGEMENT

Adopting an integrated and collaborative approach to Asset Integrity Management (AIM) is not simply about
companies working together. Instead
we need to focus on a key behavioural
shift, allowing us to tackle the systematic challenges of complexity and inefficiency within the modern oil and
gas landscape. We need to understand
how to maximise our collective

strength, share success and ensure
that improvements are identified, supported, implemented and sustained.
Collaboration needs to be at the
heart of our industry moving forward.
We need to work together to innovate
and find solutions – in turn, providing
opportunities for growth. It should be
our ambition to create value-adding
relationships between organisations
which are determined to derive real
value from integrated and collaborative solutions.
Imagine if we could take this ambition and turn it into a reality? What if
we could integrate some of the leading innovations, technologies and
competencies into a single system,
where the sum of these parts is significantly greater than the whole; maximising value, enabling optimisation

and providing a central platform for
everyone to work within?
This is the journey that Aker Solutions and Return to Scene have undergone over the last 12 months, taking on the challenge of working in
true collaboration and building a single integrated solution.
The conventional data management
model is complex, relying on a huge
amount of information, input and interactions from a variety of sources for
topsides and subsea. Data is inconsistent and the volume is ever increasing.
Traditionally, the industry has taken a
preventative approach driven by existing, resource heavy risk models.
But why, with all this information
and data, do we still find ourselves
carrying out unnecessary maintenance on equipment that doesn’t re-

quire it? Why do we still inspect systems where no risk of degradation has
been identified?
It’s time to make a change. It’s time
to make the data work for us.
By creating a single, collaborative
system where everyone can access integrity and performance information,
we can gain real value from asset
data, producing the most effective results possible. We have called this system Quantified Visual Integrity, QVi.
QVi centres on our ability to create
a dynamic, fully interactive 3D model
of the complete asset, topsides, structure and subsea production system.
We then link this model directly to
the existing enterprise data in place,
existing management tools, performance standards, our own propriety
Coabis and Integri-Tech systems, Re-

turn to Scene’s R2S visual asset management system and a range of augmented third party solutions as
appropriate or required.
This collaborative approach leads to
genuine cost savings across a number
of key areas, in particular the reduction of unnecessary inspection and
maintenance requirements and the
move from preventative to predictive
execution.
Our industry is crying out for real
results, lower costs, improved risk
management and improved reliability
and safety. We believe that QVi has
the potential to address each one of
these, a real value-adding solution to
the industry.
Jason Brown is VP asset integrity
management (AIM) at Aker Solutions

■ Dr Will Davies, Neil Duncan, Jamie McCallum, Christer Fjellroth and John Butler

HEALTH CHECK
Dr Michael Braida
There are up to 30,000 travellers who
contract malaria each year and, unfortunately, this figure is on the rise.
Increasing international travel to
more distant destinations for employees across a range of industries means
they are at greater risk of coming
home with malaria. Although rare,
imported malaria represents an avoidable risk to UK-based companies and
business travellers.
Countries are reporting a rise in imported malaria cases and travellers
are reminded about the importance of
taking appropriate precautions and
implementing prevention tactics
when travelling to malaria endemic
areas.
Clearly, a significant amount of
global oil & gas production takes
place in countries that are prone to
tropical/sub-tropical diseases such as

they develop – even if they believe
they have taken all the right preventive actions.
Malaria symptoms typically occur
seven or more days after the
mosquito bite and present as a fever
in the first instance. Other symptoms include headaches, vomiting
and chills, which may be mild and
confused with flu symptoms. Some
forms of malaria can progress to serious illness and death if left untreated.
Fortunately, malaria is treatable
and almost entirely preventable.
Medication will prevent malaria in
95% of people who take it correctly,
and early confirmation and intervention is critical to avoid serious
consequences.
People should take steps to avoid
being bitten by mosquitoes when
working in places with a risk of
malaria, understand the risks at their
destination, and also use preventive
medication to protect themselves.
Travellers are encouraged to speak
with a travel health professional
prior to travelling to malaria endemic
areas.
Free educational materials are available at https://www.internationalsos.com/topics/malaria2016

■ Elaine Maslin, Lee Robins, Gregor Scott and Chris Milner
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International Travel: Risks and Reality 2015, an Ipsos Global advisor research study.

COST BENEFITS: MALARIA PREVENTION

BUSINESS TRAVEL TO HIGH-RISK
MALARIA AREAS INCREASING

In 3 years, travel to
high-risk malaria areas
has increased by

Cost-benefit analysis shows that every US$1 invested in a
malaria prevention programme returns a benefit of US$1.32

WORLDWIDE REACH. HUMAN TOUCH.

■ Pamela Forgie, Wouter van Korven, Tony Laing and Gareth Smith

he National Subsea Research
Initiative (NSRI) held an industry-led
workshop last month in a drive to
identify the technologies that will make
underwater factories and storage more
viable, helping to increase the recovery of
hydrocarbons and prolong the life of the
North Sea.
Industry professionals from across the
country came together to address the challenges in commercialising new subsea storage technology and discover ways to
progress concepts through to infield implementation. They shared their knowledge
and experience during a series of presentations on subsea storage issues, flow assurance, and the transportation of fluids.
NSRI led the debate to determine the
technology gaps and to identify the viable
routes to market for these emerging ideas,
including overcoming the fabrication, construction and installation challenges. The
outcomes will help NSRI develop a technology roadmap, setting out the steps required
to get new technology off the ground and
ready for market.

■ Jeremy Cuter and Paul Charlton. Photographs: Kami Thomson

■ Bruce Gardner, Alan Roberts and Phil Ward
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Return on prevention, published by Prevent.

Dr Michael Braida is regional medical
director at International SOS
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prior to going abroad

travellers contract malaria
WHO: International travel and health. 2008, Geneva: World Health Organization
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Malaria – prevention and preparedness is key
malaria. So taking precautions is vital
when travelling between, say, Aberdeen and destinations such as Angola, Mozambique and Nigeria regardless of whether you are working
offshore or onshore.
A recent global study found that
only 32% of travellers research diseases prior to going abroad. Great
Britain is far below all of the other
countries surveyed, with only 12% of
people reporting they research diseases prior to travel abroad (International Travel: Risks and Reality 2015,
an Ipsos Global advisor research
study).
New data indicates a correlation between malaria education and the
number of malaria in-patient, out-patient, and evacuation assistance services required by international travellers.
At International SOS, we analysed
the requests for assistance received regarding malaria over a four-year period (2012-2015). The more calls for
advice and information received, the
less cases of people requiring malaria
treatment and assistance. Malaria inpatient and evacuation cases spiked
when there were fewer calls for information about malaria.
To avoid unnecessary costs and illnesses, it is crucial for travellers to
know the symptoms of malaria and
seek immediate medical attention if

■ David Benison, Andy Patience and David Ellix

Countries or areas where malaria transmission occurs
International travel data from International SOS TravelTracker 2012-2015.
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ENERGY EVENTS
WORLDWIDE
MAY

■ May 2-5: 2016 Offshore Technology
Conference, Houston. URL:
http://2016.otcnet.org/
■ May 9-10: SPE International Oilfield
Corrosion Conference & Exhibition, Aberdeen.
URL: www.spe.org/events/ofcs/2016/
pages/about/
■ May 11-12: SPE International Oilfield Scale
Conference & Exhibition, Aberdeen.
URL: www.spe.org/events/oss/2016/
■ May 18: Scottish Renewables Hydro
Conference, Perth.
URL: www.scottishrenewables.com/
events/sr-hydro-conference-2016/
■ May 23-25: Iraq Petroleum 2016, London.
Organiser: CWC Group.
URL: www.cwciraqpetroleum.com/
■ May 25: Decom Offshore 2016

Conference, Aberdeen.
URL: http://decomnorthsea.com/

JUNE

■ June 2-3: 23rd International Caspian Oil &
Gas Conference, Baku, Azerbaijan.
URL: www.oilgasconference.az/2016/
■ June 6-9: 24th European Biomass
Conference and Exhibition, Amsterdam,
Netherlands. Organiser: ETA Florence:
URL: www.eubce.com/home.html
■ June 14: SPE London Annual Conference:
Adapting to a Challenging Oil Price
Environment, London. URL:
www.spe.org/events/lond/2016
■ June 14-16: OGUK Annual Conference:
UK Oil & Gas Industry – Open for Business,
Aberdeen. URL:
http://oilandgasuk.co.uk/10037-2.cfm
■ June15-16: IADC World Drilling
Conference & Exhibition, Lisbon, Portugal.
URL: www.iadc.org/event/world-drilling-2016/
■ June 21-22: Global Offshore Wind 2016,
Manchester, UK. Organiser: Renewable UK.
URL: www.renewableuk.com/en/events/
conferences-and-exhibitions/global-offshorewind-2016/

■ June 29: Scottish Renewables Onshore
Wind Comference, Glasgow. URL:
www.scottishrenewables.com/events/
sr-onshore-wind-conference-exhibition-2016/

AUGUST

■ August 29 – September 1: Offshore
Northern Seas, Stavanger, Norway.
URL: /www.ons.no/2016/

SEPTEMBER

■ September 6-8: SPE Intelligent Energy
Conference, Aberdeen.
URL: www.intelligentenergyevent.com
■ September 14-15: SPE Deepwater Drilling
& Completions Conference, Galveston, Texas.
URL: www.spe.org/events/ddc/2016/
■ September 14-16: Rio Oil & Gas Expo &
Conference, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
URL: www.whereinfair.com/rio-oil-gasexpo/rio-de-janeiro/2016-Sep/
■ September 18: IADC Drilling HSE&T
Europe 2016 Conference & Exhibition,
Amsterdam, Netherlands.
URL: www.iadc.org/event/euro-hset-2016/
■ September 21-22: Scottish Renewables
Marine Conference, Inverness. URL: Check SR
website

■ September 26-28: SPE Annual Technical
Conference & Exhibition, Dubal, UAE.
URL: www.spe.org/events/calendar/
■ September 27: Underwater Vehicles
Conference, Aberdeen. Organiser: Subsea UK.
URL: http://www.subsea uk.com/7053/
rov-conference
■ September 27-30: European Wind Energy
Association Annual Conference, Hamburg,
Germany. URL: www.ewea.org/events/eweaannual-event/

OCTOBER

■ October 5-6: Kazakhstan International Oil
& Gas Conference (KIOGE) 2016, Almaty,
Kazakhstan. URL: www.kioge.kz/en/
conference/about-conference
■ October 9-13: 23rd World Energy
Conference, Istanbul, Turkey.
URL: www.wec2016istanbul.org.tr/
■ October 12: Renewable UK 38th Annual
Conference, Liverpool. URL:
http://buyersguide.renewableenergyworld.com/
renewableuk/events/renewableuk-2016.html
■ October 18-19: The 37th Oil & Money
Conference, London.
URL: www.oilandmoney.com/

■ October 18-19: Oil & Money, London.
URL: www.oilandmoney.com/
■ October 17-18: The 8th Saudi Arabia
International Oil & Gas Exhibition (SAOGE),
Dammam, Saudi Arabia. URL: www.saoge.org
■ October 24-26: Arctic Technology
Conference, St John's, Newfoundland,
Canada. URL: www.spe.org/events/calendar/
■ October 24-27: Rio Oil & Gas, Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil. URL: www.riooilgas.com.br/en/

PHOTO DIARY

■ If you would like your event included in our
photo diary, e-mail pjdiary@ajl.co.uk

Do you have an event you would like us
to include in June’s issue?
E-mail jeremy.cresswell@ajl.co.uk
Telephone 01224 343002
Or e-mail debbie.bruce@ajl.co.uk
Telephone 01224 343144
All events are correct at time of going to
press. Please check with organisers
beforehand

